
Choosing TPCP1A or TPCP1 
 

TPCP1A and TPCP1 both cover strength testing, tightness testing and purging of 

commercial gas pipework but their scopes are different. 

 

TPCP1A covers low-pressure, small to medium-sized commercial natural gas systems. 

Training is short and can be combined with a commercial package course. Ninety 

percent of UK commercial natural gas installations come within the scope of TPCP1A. 

 

TPCP1 covers the above but also includes very large pipework diameters and volumes, 

together with additional fuel gases such as LPG and SNG at higher operating pressures. 

Training is longer and more technically complex than TPCP1A, which means TPCP1 

cannot be combined with a commercial gas package course. 

 

The scope of TPCP1 includes TPCP1A, so if you hold the TPCP1 qualification you do 

not need to take TPCP1A as well. 

 

The flowchart below will help you decide which one you need. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No 

Do you test or purge systems 

of IV above 1 m3 ? 

 

Yes 

No 

Do you test or purge systems 

of MOP above 40 mbar ? 

 

Yes 

No 

Do you test or purge gas pipes 

bigger than 150 mm (6”) ? 

TPCP1 

Yes 

No 

Do you test or purge LPG 

pipes bigger than 35 mm ? 

 

Yes 

TPCP1A 


